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SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Curriculum, Standards, Instructional, and Student Services Board Advisory Committee 

Regular Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

 
SJUSD 
3738 Walnut Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
(916) 971-7216 
 

Members Present: Edric Cane, Robyn Cox, Alysha Krumm Heatherly,  Veronica Schwalbach, Robert 
Thacker 

Staff/Guest Present: Melissa Bassanelli, Stacey Hernandez, Nicole Kukral, Donna O’Neil,                  
Cris Petroni, Sandy Rangel, Kristan Schnepp, Shana Walters 

Board Member Present: Mike McKibbin 
Members Absent: Deanna Fernandes, Tom Greene, Kimber Rice, Etta Sikich 
Call to Order/Introductions Alysha Krumm Heatherly called the meeting to order with introductions at    

6:35 p.m. 
Visitors Comments:  Royce Williams - No Comment 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Course Adoption AP World History: 

 Program Specialist, Nicole Kukral, provided the committee with information on the AP World History course and 
materials adoption.  

 The course was the desire of teachers and stakeholders for a 10th grade to provide a full year AP option.  
 For the initial pilot an open invitation was sent out to all sites.  The request was to send a representative to 

participate in the course creation.  The teachers who accepted the invitation where provided a “release day” 
from their site to work collaboratively on writing the course and reviewing the materials.  

 The texts had to be submitted to College Board for vetting.  Staff researched AP World History courses across 
the country.  The textbook recommendation was Ways of the World - this text is widely used throughout the 
country.  

 Six high schools have committed to offering the course with Casa Roble still considering the option.  El Camino is 
exploring the idea of offering it in 2019-20, and Mira Loma does not offer AP courses.  

 Professional learning will be provided during the summer and at least two release days in the fall.  The teachers 
who created the course have also asked for time to meet during the year to share information and lesson plans. 
Additional days can be added as requested if needed by the group. 

 This is a year-long course in which students will investigate the trends, themes and connections that have 
shaped the human world from prehistory to the present.  (Non-AP World History covers a shorter length of 
time).  There are five themes that will be explored:  1) Interactions between humans and the environment,    2) 
Development and interaction of cultures, 3) State building, expansion and conflict, 4) Creation, expansion and 
interaction of economic systems, and 5) Development and transformation of social structures.  

 The course will not encroach on the European History course.  The AP World History course will be taught 
looking through an equity lens and the adoption committee felt this was a better fit for equity instruction.   

 A motion to recommend the course for approval was made by Robyn Cox, seconded by Bob Thacker. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
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Math Implementation Update: 
 Program Specialist, Stacey Hernandez, provided the committee with the 2018 Math Implementation yearly 

update - now in the 3rd year. 
 The district is piloting a K-2 assessment this year that will provide base line data for future assessments.  
 This year there was a slight increase in 9th graders successfully completing IM 1 (C or better). Also, an increase of 

K-2 students at/above grade level on math assessments.  
 Our data for the last three years is fairly flat.  The winter MAP scores show some of the student sub-groups have 

dropped this year.  
 Student listening circles have been conducted with questions around IM 1-3 math asking students what they 

need to be successful.  A K-8 equity math group started at the end of last year and has continued.  “Deep dive” 
meetings focusing on math with all district stakeholders have been held monthly.  Surveys regarding math have 
been conducted by Hanover Research to get more information from staff.  Parent University has been helping 
increase access to resources for parents. 

 This is the 2nd year implementation of Mathematical Modeling course, which is a “bridge course” for students 
between IM 1 and IM 2.   The plan is that eventually this course will not be needed in the future.  

 An SJUSD math pathways document was provided showing the different options open for students in their math 
instruction from middle through high school.  

 Many additional student supports and interventions have been added for 2017-18. These additions are being 
evaluated to see if they are working and should continue.  

 Teachers are asking for job-embedded, site-based PD, more supports for strategies and differentiation, common 
assessments, and more collaboration with peers to help support their instruction. 

 Math mentors/teacher leader pilot started this year.  A request was distributed to all staff asking them to apply 
for the positions, and 50 applications were submitted.  Five mentors were selected for this pilot - their current 
schools are:  Oakview Elementary, Gold River K-8, Arden, Carnegie Middle School and Bella Vista High School. 
The mentors will have demonstration classrooms, facilitate learning walks and lesson studies with teachers, 
facilitate professional learning and work in partnership with SCOE on professional learning.  

 In 2018-19 there will be a math focus in grades 3-5.  A new pilot program will be introduced to sites which is an 
opt-in program.  The pilot is for three years and sites can opt-in anytime during that period.  An information 
meeting was provided for sites who were interested.  Five sites attended the meeting and two sites have 
currently committed. 

 If 9th grade students do not pass IM 1 they have the opportunity to take the class in summer or take the Apex 
learning.  If students do not take advantage of those options they may have to take it in 10th grade. 

 The Jump Start and Math Camp summer programs will be available at many sites and therefore transportation 
for students should not be a problem. 

 
K-2 Early Literacy: 

 Assistant Superintendent, Melissa Bassanelli, Director of Elementary, Cris Petroni, initiative project lead, 
Oakview Principal, Shana Walters, and Skycrest Principal, Sandra Rangel, provided the committee with an 
update on the Early Literacy Initiative.  

 Balanced literacy is the framework used applying three blocks:  “Reading,” “Language and Word Study,” and 
“Writing.”  All blocks are ELD integrated and 30 minutes per day of ELD designated instruction is included in the 
initiative.  The framework is flexible and allows teachers to make changes that work best for their students.  This 
is a tier 1 instruction.  

 Guided reading is a part of one of the blocks, and is an essential component of balanced literacy.  Guided 
reading is all about the students reading, not teachers.  
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 Prior to schools starting, each participating school site has a consultant assigned to that site and the consultant 
meets with the school leadership team to discuss how programs are implemented and what is needed to meet 
the needs of their school site.  

 Sites have been provided an enormous amount of books, both fiction and non-fiction for all levels that support 
the students at their school.  

 The measurable outcomes for this year have been that all K-2 classes increased the percent of students reading 
at/above grade level.  

 Next year we are looking at 5% growth for all and accelerated for low income at 7% growth. 
 Ms. Rangel, principal at Skycrest, and Shana Walters, principal at Oakview, shared the success of the initiative at 

their site. 
 The initiative will expand to include three additional sites next fall, Grand Oaks, Greer and Howe.  The whole 

school must agree to participate, it can’t be done in just a few classrooms.  Also, this can’t be mandated, and 
schools must opt in.  

 
Approval of Minutes: 

 A motion to approve the May 2, 2018 minutes was made by Bob Thacker seconded by Edric Cane.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
Chairperson’s Comments/Committee Business: 

 Alysha shared with the committee that at the last meeting on June 6th she would like to add the committees 
“Agenda Priorities” drafted in 2016-17 to the meeting agenda for review.  In addition, the committee once again 
agreed to have a potluck for the last meeting celebration.  

 
Reports to be Heard: 

 Board Member:  Mike attended a celebration at the State Capitol on Monday and noticed art work on the wall 
by a student at Mira Loma.   

 Staff Member:  
o Kristan shared that on Tuesday, May 15th, the Science Vision Team, which Edric Cane is a part of, held a 

full day working session on developing a vision and clear goals for the K-12 Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) implementation in SJUSD. There was a very balanced group of representation of all 
grade levels, special education and ELD staff. The vision team partnered with a group called, BaySci, the 
group will wordsmith and put a template together of the proposed implementation.   

 Others:  
o Edric volunteered teaching math at the Unschool.  He asked for students who didn’t really like math.  It 

was a great experience and he enjoyed the students.  Edric also shared that there will be a book sale at 
the Carmichael Library next weekend.   

o Robyn shared that she went to Arizona and attended a college reunion (Golden Graduates) at Arizona 
State University.  The university was just voted the most innovative university in the country. One of the 
speakers at the event said the people in the arena of education need to start thinking about another 
model of education and the example she shared was like the Unschool.   

 
Future Agenda Items: 

1. June 
a. Review/Revise the Committee Agenda Priorities 
b. Year Reflection and Celebration 
c. Election of New Chair and Assistant Chair 
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2. 2018-2019  
a. Board Policy Advanced Learning (A) – September 2018 

3. Committee Requests 
a. SPG Update 
b. Special education Discussion  

 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by Alysha at 8:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Stacey Packard 
Committee Secretary  


